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Several	Mine	Accidents	have	occurred	in	the	United	States	since	the	beginning	of	2006.	Self-Contained
Self-Rescuers	(SCSRs)	were	used	by	escaping	miners	in	all	events	involving	explosions	and	fires.	The
MSHA-NIOSH	investigations	regarding	the	testing	of	the	SCSRs	involved	in	the
accidents	were	significant,	due	to	the	thoroughness	of	the	procedures	and	the	results	of	the	investigations.
The	subsequent	regulatory	improvements	are	seminal,	and	are	required	by	MSHA’s	new	Mine	Evacuation
Rule	and	the	Miner	Act	of	2006.

This	presentation	will	give	a	summary	of	each	accident	where	SCSRs	were	used,	reports	on	the	results	of
the	MSHA	and	NIOSH	investigations,	and	describes	the	new	SCSR	regulations	that	were	promulgated	as
a	direct	result	of	these	accidents.	Recommendations	for	improvements	to	SCSRs	are	also	discussed.

	


